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PLUMBERS SCARCE, !
i CONTRACTORS QUIT
Lockwood Committee Hears

of Concerns Going Out
of Business.

FEW APPRENTICES NOW

Union Rules, It Is Charged,
Cause Laek of Skilled

Workmen.

HELPERS ARE CUT DOWN
I

/' v

Men Burred From Handling
Too^s Are Unable to Learn

the Trade.

Plumbers are so scarce that largo
contractors are temporarily going out

of business and apprentices to till tie-
pletions in the jealously restricted
ranks have become extinct, it was assertedyesterday before the Lioekwood
committee in City Hall.
"There is no such thing as an ap-

prentice in the plumbing trade In NewYorkto-day," deplored Milton Schnaier,
a plumbing contractor at 209- West
Seventy-sixth street, who estimated"
his annual business at $2,000,000. He
said the trade school offered the only
opening for the all important novice
With an ambition to learn the trade.
The Plumbers' Union, lie charged, deliberatelychecked infusion of new

blood by forbidding helpers, restricted
Vt one for every two plumbers, to use

plumbing tools on a Job.
Unfortunately, he added, trade school

facilities were inadequate, and vocationalschools started by the Board of
Education were not far enough along
to help.

I.lnc of Plumbers Dwindle*.

O. X. Jesse, Assemblyman, inquired:
"How will you ever increase the supply
of plumbers? They will die out after a
while."
"The volume of business has been increasing,"replied Mr. Bchnaler. "and the

supply of plumbers lias been decreasing,
so from tlmt you .can draw your own
conclusion."
8amuel Cfitermyer, counsel, nsked:

"Don't you know that the Plumbers
Union is constantly admitting helpers
to the union as plumbers?"
"I know the union took one of my

boys and gave him a card," agreed the
contractor.
"But you do not think that unless they

are allowed to handle the tools they Ret
the necessary education to become
plumbers?"

"That is positive. They do not. Tt is
impossible."
"So these restrictions of the union you

regard as paralyzing the mechanics of
future generations?"
"I think any one can draw his own

conclusions." Mr. Schnaicr repeuted.
tV'herc l.orkwnoil Crowd Failed.
One reform, Mr. Untermyer declared.

to which the Lockwood committee had
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been unable to persuade plumbers'
unions was In the rearing of apprentices.Knergies and ambitions of the
1 ew generation to become mechanics
were still throttled, he indicated, where
other abuses complained of had been
eliminated.

Mr. Schjialer blamed the unions for
the labor shortage, not only in their
rule against plumbers having a helper
apiece but also for that rule against
"interchange of cards' from Journeymen
belonging to the same national organisationbut coming, say. from New Jerseyor Connecticut."
"There is such an absolute shortage."'

he announced, "I am not estimating on

Jobs any more."
"is that because of the uncertainty

of the wage scale?" .Mr. Untermyer suggested.
"No. it is the uncertainty of being

able to get labor to finish a contract
under which I would be under penalty
for completion."

"s>o that you have gone out of the
contracting business, have you?"

"Temporarily so."
"Is that so with other large plumbing

concerns?"
"Yes. sir."

Sorry lie (jot Court Ilouar Job.

"Haven't you the contract for the
Court House?"

"I nave.unfortunately so."
Reported attacks upon the unions last

week at Terrace Garden were disclaimed
by Mr. Schnaler and'Charles Murphy,
vice-president of AVells & Newton Company,plumbing: contractors at Avnnhe 15
and Seventeenth street. Mr. Murphy,
who was convicted on a previous Indictr
ment of master plumbers, refused t<T
waive Immunity.
Kmployers. according: to Mr. Murphy,

bad no grievances against the men that
could not be settled among themselves,
iirf had been done for thirty-five years.
Criticism Of the unions, lie related, had
been directed against their 1-2 ratio of
helpers, their demand to assemble as

well us install shower bodies, otherwise
assembled at the factory, and their furtherdemand that all pipe be cut by
liHnd on the Job instead of by machine,
at the shop.
When Mr. Schnaier offered that as

pipe cutting was 60 per cent, of a plumber'swork any curtailment would strike
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I at his bread and butter Mr. Unterrnyer
retorted:
"If a labor union is permitted to make

a regulation that would substitute for
machine work hand work that would
coat twice as much, solely orf the ground
it would give work to more men, it is a

denial of all progress, obstructive and a

burden upon home building !"

Vntermyer Seen Sliding Scale.

Mrs. Unterrnyer probed the Jobbing
held that the master plumbers conductedaa one department of their businessto tind that various ratea were

charged for services of plumbers suppiledto private houses.
»"If It Is on Fifth avenue," Mr. Unterrnyertaxed Mr. Murphy, "It costs one

price and on Third avenue another?"
"Why, that might be. too," answered

the contractor. "A cheap toneme.it
would not warrant paying as much for
a plumber as a first class house would."

"You measure It according to the
nocketbooU of the owner?"

"No."
"Is it a question then of charging

all the traffic will bear?'
"No, not at all."
At the morning session Mr. Untermyer

recommended that Michael Mullen of 69
Fourth avenue, Broklyn, a business
agent for Local 710 of the International
Hod Carriers, be presented to the Grand
Jury by the Uockwood committee. Mullen
on the stand Identified a confession he
had signed April 10, 1921, which allegedhe ha/1 stolen $<1J from the IndependentBricklayers Helpers in his
capacity as business agent for th«t organization.

I'Iiiii* to I'lnd Graft In Unions.

The next legislature will likely be
asked to enforce tome system of bookkeepingupon labor unions to protect
members from fraud. Mr. Untermyer
indicated.

Mr. Untermyer further brought out
that the absorption of the Independent
Bricklayers Helpers by the International
Hod Carriers was virtually an accomplishedfact. Complete transfer had
been made of locals of the former Dloguardl-Brlndellorganization, which Mr.
Untermyer termed a dummy "company
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union" of the Building Trades Employ- 1
era Association.

Dtoguardl on the stand yesterday fur- *

ther advanced the cause of peace by resigningunder pressure of Mr. L'nter-
myer a.« head, of a council of concrete
laborers he had rallied out of remnants

j of his former independent body. Mr.
Vnterrnyer asserted this virtually extinguishedthe organisation so that It ,

could no longer be party to the suit for »

Injunction pending In the Supreme Court
In Brooklyn. Restraint of bricklayers
and mason builders had l*«en sought
against Interference with performance
of a contract between the builders and
Dioguardl's men which had until December31 to run.

Charged as Trouble Maker. 1

C. G. Norman, chairman of the BtiUd- h' lng Trade® Employers Association, twis
^

scored by Mr. Unt. rmyer for having; in-
w

spired JJiogr*ardl to organize the con- ^
crete workers.
"What do you ineun by fomenting

strife here in these unions?" he charged.
"I am not fomenting strife," parried

Mr. Norman.
"You are trying to prevent part of 8

the Independents now from going over v

to the concrete people, aren't you?"
"Yea, sir."
The concrete workers had not been h

directly involved in the previous brick- h
layers-hodcarrlcrs quarrel with the p
mason builders. tl
Adjournment was taken untfflO o'clock

this morning In City Hall, when workmen'scompensation practices In force w
with insurance companies will probably n
be taken up. | ii

. COLD SNAP III E TO-DAY. n

The coldest weather New York has ex-
perlenced since last winter is predicted
by the Weather Bureau for to-day and tl
to-night. The temperature is expected s
to drop to 21 this morning, and may h
reach 20 by nightfall. The cold wave tl
will be accompa-nied by high northwest
winds, bue the weather probably will b,? si
clear. A
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MASON MITCHELL
R RHflT IN MilTA
iu uuvi in mniiin

\

sow Yorker Slightly Wounded:known as Actor, Writer,
Soldier and Diplomat.

V.m.etta, Malta. Dec. 12 (Associated
res*)..Mason Mitchell of New York.
imerlcan Consul to Malta, was shot!
er«! to-day and slightly wounded. Uls-j
asalUnt escaped.'' but later two inen
ere arrested. Mr. Mitchell Is {suffering
roio a (lesh wound.
One of the men arrested is Lorenzo

lonWlo, a Maltese, who was dishonor-
hly discharged from the American
trmy during the war. He sought a pen-
Ion through the Consulate here, but
as told he was entitled to none.
Mr. Mitchell was shot at close range
rom behind with a revolver. At the
npact of the bullet he turned and saw
Is assailant running away; then he
icked up the revolver und walked to
ho British military offices near by.

Mason Mitchell Is known as an actor,
niter, world traveler, soldier and dlplolat.lie was born In Hamilton, N". V..
i lhoi, went on the stage at the age of *1and played with Edwin Booth, l.nw.
ence Barrett and JoTm McCullough,
iter becoming leading man with Mme.
lodjeska.
He was chief of scouts in Canada
[trough the Itiel rebellion and.in the
panlsh War was one of Roosevelt's
tough Riders and was wounded at Sanlago.
Mr. Mitchell has been American Conulat Zanzibar, Chungking. China;
.pia. Samoa and Cork, Ireland; has
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13, 1922.
traveled extensively through Souti
America and-the South Sen Island*. am;
has written extensively on llts experiences.
STOLEN NECKLACE IS

FOUND IN PAWNSHOP

Woman Gets $25 on $1J50C
Pearls and Is Arrested.

A hlaelc traveling bag containing a

$1,500 pearl necklace, believed to havt
oeen stolen from Mrs. Kdgar Spoyer
22 Washington Square North, in th«
Pennsylvania station, was recovered
last night after the necklace had heen
pawned in a shop at Thirty-fourtl
street .ind Third p.venue. Mrs. Kmilie
Aroistrong, 307 iatxington avenue, was
arrested on a charge of grand larceny.

Detective Tuny Guinta of the Moirisaniastation was standing in the
pawnshop »hen .Mrs. Armstrong enteroc
and asked for a loan on the necklace
After she Had taken $25 for the article
Guinta followed her to her room and
arrested her. Articles of clothing bearingtho tags of several leading stores
were found in the room. A card in the
bag gave Mrs. Speyer's name,

DR. SAXEMEYER FOUND DEAD.
Vial Containing Poison lay Tteai

Dentist's Body.
. Tho hotly of Dr. George B. Saxe
rneyer, dentist, who lived at 142 Claremontavenue, Jersey City, was found
yesterday the Jersey City InternationalT.eaguc baseball grounds, a
small vial containing hydrocyanic acid
lay near the body.
About a year ago Dr. Saxemeyer suffereda nervous breakdown and went to

a sanitarium. He returned last Wednesday,apparently much Improved. He
leaves his wife, two daughters and one
son.
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